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1	Decision/action requested.
The group is asked to endorse the proposal.
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3	Rationale
TS 28.526 specifies the Life Cycle Management (LCM) procedures for mobile networks that include virtualized network functions in the scope of 4G.
[bookmark: _Hlk150254807][bookmark: _Hlk150256055]The following two contributions added two procedures in TS 28.526 Rel-15 and updated ETSI GS NFV-IFA013 from V2.1.1 to V3.1.2. These two contributions were part of 5G work item “Management and virtualization aspects of 5G networks” ( 780039 NETSLICE-MNFV5G).
· S5-186341 Rel-15 CR 28.526 Add a procedure to associate an PNF with a PNF profile
· S5-186340 Rel-15 CR 28.526 Add a procedure to associate an VNF instance with a VNF profile
The upgrade of ETSI IFA 013 from release 2 to 3 from above contributions caused the following issues in TS 28.526:
· Some of existing procedures of TS 28.526 are no longer valid due to the interface’s differences between these two relases, e.g., some operations/parameters are changed or not supported in ETSI NFV release 3. 
· ETSI GS NFV-IFA013 V3.1.2 is not published version, the implemenation of it is not possible. 
· It also creates misalignment between TS 28.526 and TS 28.525 (stage 1)/TS 28.527 (stage 2)/TS 28.528 (stage 3) while these three specifications remain on ETSI NFV release 2. 
Due to the interface’s differences between ETSI NFV release 2 and 3, simply upgrading to ETSI NFV release 3 in 3GPP will introduce non-backward compatible issue. To fix above issues, Thethe group needs to discuss and reach consent in term of how to upgrade the reference to ETSI NFV Release 3 for the set of LCM specs TS 28.525/TS 28.526/TS 28.527/TS 28.528. 

Recommendations:
· Propose to upgrade ETSI release 3 for the set of LCM specs 28.525/TS28.526/TS.527/TS.528 since Rel-18. With consideration of backward compatibility, Rel-18 shall support both ETSI release 3 and release 2. For the existing procedures that have interface differences between ETSI release 2 and release 3, propose to add a note providing the new interface that refers to the ETSI release 3 spec.
4	Detailed proposal
The group is asked to endorse the recommendation as below: above regarding ETSI release upgrade for the set of LCM specs.  
Recommendations:
· Propose to upgrade ETSI release 3 (final published version 3.7.1) for the set of LCM specs TS 28.525/TS 28.526/TS 28.527/TS.28.528 in Rel-18. No further work is needed for 3GPP releases prior to Rel-18.

